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Youngsters Learn to Fly the Easy, Safe

and Inexpensive Way

Snow Bird Soaring Meat
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Home Built Glider Plans and Kits

TSA's Pleiffer Winch

18th year of publication

Bill Hoverman and his new Schweaizer
1-230 at the Snow Bird Meet

* dévoted to man’'s mastery of flight




Elsinore Valley California, as seen
from approximately 15,000 feet, site
of the 21st U. 5. National Soaring
Competitions. The Gliderport is

outlined in black.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

SOARING CHAMPIONSHIPS

by JuNE BARGENT
An Amatenr but Ardent Observer

A.‘i [ wheeled along in my earth-
bound automohile, T wartched, mar-
veled, and dishelieved. So we stopped.
got out, and cricked our necks at the
appropriate angle. gawking with open
mouths,

There above us, many hundreds of
feet, snaring like a group ol gracelul
hawks, we counted six gliders playing
follow-the-leader around and around

the edge of the funnel of a thermal.
A seventh was abuoul to join them,
being towed by plane into the orbit
of the lifl,

No sound, no confused swishing
of props, only the glorious appearance
of freedom which communicated itscl
even down to us there on the ground
helow.

It happened the second day of the
first weekend of the Annual Southern
California Championships. and I late
learned from the initiated and in-
formed that the thenmal in guestion
was familiarly named by those who
use the area for their sport — Thermal
Nu. 2. Three other steady and almost
vompletely dependable thermals are
_-Imllml around the x'u“c':r'.. with a
fourth not quite 20 constant, but avail-
able a large part of the time,

The meet was held {JIJTQH;_!. Iwo
week-ends, the 24th, 25th, ond 31st of
October, and the 1st of November, in
Elsinore, California,

It was under the capable direction
of Pete Bonotaux, president of the
Elsinore Glider Club, with Johnny
Williame, veep of the same group,

<]

ironing out the details as flight man-
ager,

The statistics are interesting — 20
sailplanes on the field, 30 glider pilots
registered for competition, a total of
315 air hours during the course of
the meet, the services of 4 tow planes,
making 175 tows,

The longest straight line Hight —
56 miles to Palm Deeert; goal and re-
turn (source of best point value) -
04 miles to Warner's Hot Springs and
return to the Gliderport, a 27-mile

Elsinore
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during the
Champion-
ships
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l;ru_-q_;i:'-_'.inn team Hight to Hiverside Air.
port under adverse air condilions.
The mect was urrnnged under a
handicap system to level the differ-
ences among the classes of shipe in
competition. There were three classes:
high performance ships, like Paul
Bikle's and Hill Ivans’s 1.23's: suor-
plus ships. the Schweizer TG-2%s and
-F’z: the babies in the third class.
Points were awarded for spot land-
ings, for accumulation of distanee in

air miles for soaring to a declared
gnal and return, and for altitude.

A table full of trophies, plaques,
and pins, plus the assurance of ofheial
recognition for any records made, or
requirements met during the meet
lured the pilots into serious competi.-
tion. Monetary prizes were offered by
the Hiverside and Hemet Airports for
first gliders to set down on their fields
—they were willing tn pay to he
shown,

The E|]h,l.—- included Diamond *(C7
holders Paul Bikle and Bill Ivans:
Grahain Thompson, one of Great
Britain’s outstanding glider pilots;
Don Stevens, former stunt pilot and
one-time holder of the record [or con-
secutive loops in o glider; visiting
but not competing M. R. Liddell,
honorary secretary of the Ulster
([reland) Gliding Club, and Ameri-
ca's Detsy Woodward, feminine glider
:'hampiun. down to look over the pos-
sibilities of the area; and a group of
soaring enthusiasts and sportsmen
from more than 14 Southern Califor
nia communities who have found
Elsinor convenient and well suited
for soaring activities,

Class I winners were Panl Rikle,
wha received the two-foot Sweepstakes
Irr|.|||1} ||r4'.~u‘r|!|~r{ |r} the North Treland
Heereation Association and Ist place
in rlass I, the Gordon Memorial Tro-

phy: Rill Ivans, 2nd —The Ted
Nelson trophy : and Bill Bowmar, 3rd.

Class I11: 1st to Cecil Lesher, the
silver bowl donated by the Helms
Foundation: 2nd, Bob Schenbeck, the
+.5.A. trophy ; 3rd, Tom Clark. Lesher
a Schweizer TG-2; Schenbeck,
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an LK. amd Clark, a Prau-Read.
Schenbeck also 1;L‘Jmp]f.'LE:L1 the [final
leg on his Silver *C."”

Class TTI: 1st, N2 Vanghn Narth,
in a 1-19: Walt Franz, 2nd, in a
Baby, and Dave Vonderahe, 3rd. like-
wise,

Highlights of the meet included a
breath-taking spot landing by FPaul
Bikle — pree-cisely on the spot; Bill
Rowmar's return trip from Warner's
Haot Springs, during which he coaxed
his Rigid Midget from levels as low
as 300 feet, from lift to lifr, until he
finally picked up one of 800 ft. per
minute, that brought him up to 6000
fi., and home to the Gliderport at
Elsinore; David Vonderahe, Class ITT
winner of 3rd place, claiming his
trophy in his stocking feet, Lecause,
no less, he had lost one shoe and his
canteen while righting his ship from
an inadvertant nose dive while soaring
over the meadows near Wildomar,
Californial

Bikle and Ivans fying wing o wing
over Lake Matthews and the country
Letween the Gliderport and Riverside,
California to land on the Riverside
Adrport almost simultaneously; and
the thrilling over-the-field flights of
several of the pilots for the viewing of
the |urgi' crowd gul]'l.crm] below on the
final Sunday of the meet.

It remains only to mention the very
hul.:l.:t’:hhfu] |l§[111ut:[ W]lil:]l Illﬂ.I.Lf.'l] L‘!llf
giving of the awards, graced with
Hollywood glamour, Navy brass, and
S.5.A. Southern California Governor
Jim Spurgeon as masterful master of
ceremonies,

Paul Bikle received the sweepstakes
trophy from Commander Gordon
Firebaugh of North Island Naval Sta-
Lion, and the Gordon Memorial Award
from Hollywowd's Miss Evan Lowe,
who made the presentalions Lo the
award winners also,

None of the pilots went away with-
out a prize of some sort, however,
hecause the husiness people of the en-
tire Lake area donated entry prizes
of merchandise or service, which were
given to every pilot as he registered,
on the first da}-‘ of hoth week-ends.
with official registrar Mrs. YVera Wil-
ligms, wile of vice-president John Wil-
liwms of the Elsinore Glider Clulby.

The Elsinore Business and Profes-
sional Women provided food, coflee
and cold drinks during all four days
of the meet, and an over-all feeling of
pleasant satisfaction and good-fellow-
ship marked the meet from beginning
to end. Mun}' of those who had come
to Elsinore to try soaring for the first
time expressed their determination to
return soon and often,
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YOUTHS
"CHECK-OUT”
VIA RADIO

By Les Anmorp

During the West Coast Meet at El
Mirage this past August, 1 had the
apportnity o tearh my  daughter,
Jean, age 15 vears and her friend,
Non Kildeheck, age 16, to glide,

They were crewing for me during
the contest 20 in turn 1T gave them a
chance to learn to fly. Fach morning
we were up at dawn and practiced till
the contest started. The dry lake,
which is 4 miles long, was ideal for
car Low and we used about 700 fr. of
wire with 50, [t of nylon rope for
shock absorber. In my ship “Red-

Jean and Dan

wing,” a TG3, and also in my car are
Mitchell Avigator Jr, radios which
proved to be a hig help in this train.
'||'|g_

Jean and Don took torns in the
front seat as I instructed from the
rear eockpit. With the help of one
other adult to supervise the tow ear
we got along very well. Fach student
would take about six tows in sueces-
sion, usually to 400 ft. where a 360°
could be made and we would then
land near the end of the line, all ready
[or the next tow. By contest time we
were usually able to get in 15 o 20
tows, The radiv contact was a great
help during this time in directing the
tow car and driver through unfamiliar
terrain, also for regulating tow speed
and taking up slack in the line,

Jean had had some glider time pre-
viously — mostly air work, and Don
had had a little time at our home base
in Centerville. Both were enthusiastic,
however, and quick to learn. By the
third dav I irciiuv::d they would be

able to sulo belore the end of the week
but didn’t mention it to them.

One morning Jean had made a
couple of tows and had done so well
| decided to let her try it alone so
got out and closed the rear hatch,
Jean was surprised when I told her she
WaS T(!ﬂd}' to sola, | rode in the tow
car with the “mike” in my hand to
give her advice if needed but to my
own surprise all 1 did was to speak
a few words of encouragement, She
made a beautiful 360° unflundcd ncar
the line end. When we got over to the
ship she was all smiles and ready to
go again. Her second flight was just
as good as her first,

Now it was Don’s turn and he
wasn't going to be out-done by a
petticoat. After three flights with me 1
felt he was ready for his first solo.
Sinee it was getting later in the morn-
ing the air was gelting rougher, too,
but Thon made a very good flight. On
his second solo as he was landing,
a dust devil hit him and turned him
off his final approach but he mastered
it and made a good landing anyway.

Un Sunday, the final day of the con-
lest. | took Don up for soaring prac-
tice, He did very well, reaching over
12,000 [1. ms). This was his firat
real soaring flight and he reached
cloud base vver the San Bernardino
Mountains. Later in the day when
Jean was up with me duing soaring
practice, =he asked il we could enter
the Yo Yo contest which was sched-
uled as the final event of the meet. It
was 3 o'clock at the time and the con-
test closed at 4:00, but we decided to
give it a try, Jean watched for dust
devils as we descended to 4500 ft.
g0 we went directly into one and
would climb up to 7,000 ft. in the
thermal, then out of it and down to
4500 and into another and up again,
In the one hour we were up and down
seven times, Jean was a big help in
ohzerving and pointing out thermals
and, though the air was very rough
at times, and we did a lot of circling,
she really enjoyed it and had no
tronhle with air sickness. We were
very much surprised to learn later
that we had won the Yo Yo trophy.

To sum up our experience at El
Mirage I would like to point ont the
following —

1. I believe the teen-agers learn
very quickly and they seem to feel
more 4t home in the air than maost
adulls,

2. By daily practice and training
the students du nol forget what they
hm.": learned and are more enthusi-
astic.

3. The radio contact gave the stu-

{Continued on Page 22)
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21st NATIONAL

GOES TO

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

The Soaring Society of America
has pranted sanction 1o the Nalional
Soaring Committee for Flsinore Val-
ley to organize and conduct the 1954
National Soaring Contest.

It iz understood that the several
large soaring groups in California
and on the West Coast will join with
the Lake Elsinore group in organizing
the 21st National,

This will be the first time in the
history of this national avialion event
that it has been held on the West
Coast. Ileretofore the eyenls ||in't;
been held un]}' in the states of New
York and Texas.

As is well known, California has
been a leader in aviation from the
very advent of man flight in this hemi-
sphere. The state probably leads all
others in the design and manufacture
of aireraft and aircraft 1:1:-rn[mn:;ul:i‘
No other :'-iug]i: state of the union
affords the variety of soaring sites
that are found in California. A larger
number of fully active soaring groupe
and e¢lubs are domiciled in the
“rolden State’ than any other,

Elsinore Valley is strategically lo-

TORREY
PINES
MEET

Hth Annual Pacifie Coast Mid-
Winter Soaring Championships
to be held at Torrey Pines Glider-
port, San Diego, California, on
February 27 and 28, 1954,

This SSA sanctioned event will be
sponsored again by the Associated
Glider Clubs of Southern California
and the San ”ii'gn Junior Chamber of
Commerce,

The organizers of thiz event antici-
pate the entry of around thirty shipe,
with three or four new machines to be
geen for the hret time in active com-
petition.

The Torrey Pines site is one of the
most unique in the world. Flights are
launched from atop the chiffs border.
ing the Pacific Ocean. Lift from the
up-slope winds is utilized and the
gliders aften fly for extended periods
on a level with the spectators an the
cliffs, until thermal life enables them
o “ger away.”
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cated in the heart of Southern Cali-
fornia’s scenic and resort area and
within an easy two hour drive of a
population of approximately six mil-
liom. Tt is eentered hy a large natural
lake and surrounded by mountains,
some of which tower more than eleven
thouzand feet in elevation.

Mr. Pete Bonotaux and Mr. John
W. Williams, active 334 members
and prime movers in the Elsinore

SSA JOINS IAS

Soaring Club, have spearheaded the
movement to secure the 21st National
for this area. Soaring conditions in
Elsinore Valley have been proved un-
surpassed in America, sav those who
use the facilities of Elsinore Glider
Farl.

Competent observera are predicling
that the 21st National at this site may
well se¢ & greater number of partici-
pants than in any contest heretofore
held in this country or elsewhere,
Plans of the organizers of this con.
lest are well nnderway and this jour.
nal will have much more interesting
information on the suhject in the
forthcoming issues.

AND AMS IN

TECHNICAL MEETING

IAS-SSA

The Institute of Aeronautical Sci-
ences and the Soaring Society of
America will again conduct a joint
meeting during the Twenly-Secomd
Annual TAS Meeting at the Ilotel
Astor, New York City, The time iz
9:00 to 11.30 a.m., Thursday, Jan-
uary 26th,

Papers 1o be presented by S5A
Members are:

Design Studies for the Evolution of
an Economical Tow Plane, by Robert
C. Kidder, Flight Research Depart-
ment, Cornell Aeronautical Labora-
lory.

This design study investigates [ouw
configurations for possible replace-
ment of the familiar Stearmans and
Wacos, and considers several versions
of the JAC Cub and other ships, De-
terminationa are the maximum pos-
sible performances available without
restrictions on  propeller  diameters
and RPM.

Application of Sailplane Perform-
ance Analysis to the Airplane, by Dr.
August Raspet, Director, Aerophysics
Department, Mississippi  State  Col
lege.

This paper will show how methods
of progressive performance improve-
ments emploved on the Sailplane KJ-5
are applied to small utility and ex.
ecutive airplanes. Means of obtaining
true measurements of propulsive effi-
ciency, aerodynamic drag and cool-
ing drag will he presented.

Measurement of Fertical dir Mo-
tions from a CGlider, hy Dr. Paul R
MacCready, Ir.. Consultant in Me-
teorology.

This paper considers the various
tvpes of sensitive rate of climb indi-

AMS-55A

This year for the first time the Soar-
ing Society of America joins the Amer.
ican Meteorological Society in a meer-
ing to be held the morning of January
28th, 1954, at the Hotel Henry Hud-
son, 353 West 57th Street, New York
City.

A most interesting program  has
heen planned, progressing from un.
nrganized thermals to, and through,
the various gravitational waves, as
follows:

High Elevations vs Low Elevations
as Thermal Source Regions by D
Paul MacCready, Jr.

Clowd Streers by Dr. Joachim Keutr-
ner.

Standing Waves }Jy Prof. Rabert F.
Long.

Forecasting the Sierra Waves by Dr.
Harold Klieforth.

Travelling Waves by Dr. Morris
Tepper.

Mr. Bernard L. Wiggin of the U, 5,
Weather Bureau and internationally
famous soaring meteorologist will pre-
side at the meeling.

cators available, and, in thermal
flight, improved methods of correct-
ing for the rate of change of vertical
air speed and for the sinking speed
due to drag, and how results permit
use of an improved Ringscale Air-
speed Selector for hetween-thermal
flight. It also describes an  andio
variometer to improve the ease, ef-
ficiency and safety of thermal flight.

Chairman for the meeting will he
Ben Shupack, a Director of the Soar-
ing Society and a member of the fae-
ulty at Adelphi College.
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